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CHARTER. 


To the Honorable the Judges of the Court of Common Pleas of Dauphin 
county : : 


The petition of the undersigned, Rev. David Van Horne, D. D., Rev. Charles 
H. Leinbach, D. D., Rev. Thomas S. Johnston, D. D., Rudolph F. Kelker, 
and William H. Seibert, respectfully represents that they are citizens of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, associated together for the objects and pur- 
poses hereinafter mentioned ; and being desirous ot having aud enjoying all 
the rights, powers, and privileges of a corporation or body politic under the 
act of Assembly, entitled “ An act to provide for the in corysiation and regu- 
lation of certain corporations,’’ approved April 29, 1874, ar4 the supplements 
thereto, have prepared and now present the following certilicate and articles 
of association, setting forth the objects and conditions of the organization, and 
the name, style, and title under which they desire to be incorporated. 

Davip Van Horne, Tuomas S. Jounston, 
Cuartes H. Leinpacn, Ruv. F. Kerker, 
Wattiiam H. Serrerr. 


CHARTER. 


Articte I. The name, style, and title of the corporation shall be “The 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions ot the Reformed Church in the 
United States.” 

Articie IT. Its object shall be to inaugurate and perpetuate Christian mis- 
sions in foreign lands, and among the Indians in our own country, in accord- 
ance with the doctrines, customs, and usages of the Reformed Church in the 
United States, and under the direction of the General Synod thereof. 

Articte III. Its chief place of business shall be in the city of Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, but other places for the transaction of business may at any time 
be designated by the General Synod of the aforesaid Church. 

Article IV. The existence of the corporation shall be perpetual. 

Article V. The names and residences of the subscribers are as follows : 
Rev. David Van Horne, D. D., Philadelphia, Pa. ; Rev. Charles H. Leinbach, 
D. D., near Myerstown, Pa.; Rev. Thomas H. Johnston, D. D., Lebanon, 
Pa. ; Rudolph F. Kelker, Harrisburg, Pa.; William H. Seibert, Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania. ' 

ArticLe VI. The board of commissioners who shall conduct the operations 
of the corporation shall consist of twelve members, eight of whom shall be 
ministers, and four of whom shall be elders, who shall be elected by the Gen- 
eral Synod. The names and residences of the said board of commissioners 
for the year ending with the month of May, Auno Domini one thousand eight 


+ 


hundred and eighty-one, are as follows: Rey. David Van Horne, D. D., 
Philadelphia, Pa. ; Rev. Charles H. Leinbach, D. D., near Myerstown, Pa. ; 
Rev. Thomas 8. Johnston, D. D., Lebanon, Pa.; Rev. Clement Z. Weiser, 
D. D., Kast Greenville, Pa. ; Rev. Benjamin Bausman, D. D., Reading, Pa. ; 
Rev. J. H. A. Bomberger, D. D., Collegeville, Pa.; Rev. Nicholas Gehr, 
D. D., Philadelphia, Pa.; Rev. J. W. Santee, D. D., Cavetown, Md. ; 
Rudolph F. Kelker, Harrisburg, Pa. ; William H. Seibert, Harrisburg, Pa. ; 
Goldsborough S. Griffith, Baltimore, Md. ; George Gelbach, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Articte VII. The board of commissioners so elected shall have full 
power to adopt such constitution and by-laws for their government and for the 
prosecution of the foreign mission work, and among the Indians aforesaid, as 
they may deem best, and the same to alter and amend, from time to time, at 
their pleasure: Provided, The provisions thereof are not repugnant to the 
Constitution of the United States, the Constitution of Pennsylvania, or the 
Constitution of the General Synod of the Reformed Church in the United 
States. 


State ON ee tt} oe 
DavpHin County, ' 

Before me, John S. Lynch, Recorder of the county of Dauphin, personally 
appeared Rev. Thomas S. Johnston, D. D., Rudolph F. Kelker, and William 
H. Seibert, and in due form of law acknowledged the foregoing certificate of 
incorporation to be their, and each of their, act and deed for the purposes 
therein set forth. 

Witness-my hand and seal of office this fourth day of April, Anno Domini 
one thousand eight hundred and eighty-one. 

[u. s.] ‘Joun S. Lyneu, 
Recorder. 


And now, to-wit: April the 25th, one thousand eight hundred and eighty- 
one, the foregoing instrument having been presented to me, a law judge of the 
county of Dauphin, and I having examined the same and found it to be in 
proper form, and within the purposes named in the first class specified in the 
second section of the above-named corporation act of 1874, and it appearing 
lawful and not injurious to the community, and proof having been made before 
me of the publication of notice of the application for a charter, in compliance 
with the requirements of the said act, it is hereby ordered or decreed that 
this charter is approved, and ordered to be recorded, and on the same being 
done, the subscribers thereto and their associates shall be, and they are hereby, 
created a corporation, for the purposes and upon the terms, stated in said in- 
strument. 


By the Court. 
R. M. Henperson, 


: Judge. 
Certified and attested this 25th day of April, A. D. 1881. 
[u. 8] Harman B. MircHeE.., 
Prothonotary. 


Davpuin County, ss; 


Recorded April 25, 1881, in the office for the recording of deeds as in ‘and 
for said county, in sharter book B, page 386. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal of offices, at 
Harrisburg, the day and pe aforesaid. 
[L. s.] Joun S. Lyncu, 
Recorder. 


CONSTITUTION. 


» ARTICLE I. 


The Board at its first meeting after the regular sessions of the General 
Synod shall proceed to organize by the election of officers, viz: a President, 
Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer, who shall serve until the next reg- 
ular meeeting of the General Synod. 


' ArTIcLe II. 


At all meetings of the Board the President, or, in his absence, the Vice- 
President, or, in the absence of both, a member appointed by the Board for 
that purpose, shall preside. The President in the discharge of the duties of 
his office shall be governed by the rules of order adopted by the General 
Synod. He shall also prepare a report of the transactions of the Board during 
his term of office, which, after approval by the same, shall be presented to 
the General Synod at its next general session. 


ARTICLE II. 


The Vice-President, in the absence or inability of the President, shall per- 
form all the duties pertaining to that office. 


ARTICLE IV. 


It shall be the duty of the Secretary to keep an accurate record of all the 
proceedings of the Board ; ‘notify all the members of the time and place of all 
regular and special meetings ; conduct correspondence with the Missionaries, 
and promptly communicate to the Executive Committee such information in 
relation to the mission work as will be necessary to its successful prosecution. 
He shall also, in all cases, give to the Missionaries such instructions and ex- 
planations as the Board may direct, and shall explicitly inform them that in no 
‘ease they are to depart therefrom. He shall also audit the accounts of out- 
going, returning, or discharged foreign missionaries before the final settlements 
of the same, and all bills for incidental expenses before they are presented to 
the Treasurer for payment. And he shall certify to the Treasurer all moneys 
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granted, or expenditures authorized in pursuance of the action of the Board. 
He*shall also record a statement of all the property of the Board and of any 
conveyance thereof, or other proceedings touching the same. He shall be 
allowed a compensation, at the discretion of the Board, sufficient to cover the 
necessary expenses incurred in the prosecution of his work. At the expira- 
tion of his term of office he shall deliver up to his successor ‘all the archives, 
records, books, and papers then in his hands belonging to the corporation. 


ARTICLE V. 


The Treasurer shall keep proper books of accounts, showing all receipts 
and disbursements, and all other financial affairs connected with the treasury 
of this Board. Before entering upon the duties of his office he shall execute 
a bond for $5,000 as security, which shall be approved by the Executive Com- 
mittee, and placed in the custody of the Secretary. Heshall, under the advice 
of the Executive Committee, keep all the uninvested moneys of the Board on 
deposit in some safe bank or banks, in the name of the Board, subject to the 
order of its Treasurer. He shall honor all orders of the Board or Executive 
Committee, drawn on the Treasurer, signed by the President, and counter- 
signed by the Secretary, and shall pay all drafts and furnish letters of credit or 
bills of exchange for the support of foreign missions, within the several appro- 
priations made by the Board or Executive Committee. He shall be subject 
to the directions of the Executive Committee and of the Board in respect to 
all investments, loans, and other financial affairs of the Board. He shall re- 
port the state of the funds, and whenever required exhibit his books, vouchers, 
and securies at any meetings of the Board or Executive Committee. He shall 
have the custody of the seal of the Board, and affix the same to such instru- 
ments of writing as the Board or Executive Committee shall direct, and when 
real estate shall be conveyed he shall make the conveyance and affix the seal 
to the deeds of the same. At the close of his term he shall prepare an item- 
ized statement of all moneys received and disbursed by him, which shall be 
audited and approved by the Board and presented to the General Synod, and 
deliver up to his successor in office all the books, papers, moneys, and effects 
of every description belonging to the corporation, then remaining in his hands. 


‘ARTICLE VI. 


The Executive Committee shall consist of the officers of the Board, and two. 
additional members thereof, who shall be chosen by the Board at its first reg- 
ular meeting after the sesssion of the General Synod. And in case any va- 
eancy shall occur in said Executive Committee from any cause, the remaining 
members of said committee shall have power to fill the same. It shall have 
the general oversight of all the work of foreign missions. When impracticable 
to secure a meeting of the Board, it shall be endued with all the powers of the 
same to meet any emergency which may occur, and which requires immediate 
action, in which case it may appropriate such moneys as may be necessary for 
the purchase or preservation of property or relief of the Missionaries, or for 
incidental expenses. Tt shall hold quarterly meetings, viz; Second Tuesday 
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in June, September, December, and March. Four members thereof shall be 
a quorum for the transaction of business. The President and Secretary of the 
Board shall be the President and Secretary of the Committee. 


ArticLte VII. 


The regular meeting of the Board shall be held as follows: The second 
Tuesday in June succeeding each session of the General Synod, and the first 
Tuesday in May preceding each session of the same, and at such other time as 
the Board may appoint. Special meetings of the Board may be called at any 
time by the Executive Committee, on two weeks’ notice to all members; 
seven of whom shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 


ArticLe VIII. 


Any vacancy occurring by death, resignation, or otherwise may be filled by 
the Board, at any regular meeting, provided that the members so elected be 
ministers or elders in good and regular standing in the Reformed Church of 


the United States, and in all cases such election shall be for the unexpired 
term. 


*ArticLe IX. 


Order of Business. 


. Reading of the Scriptures, with other devotional exercises. 

- Reading and approval of minutes of the preceding meetings. 
. Unfinished business. 

. Treasurer’s report. 

- Report of Secretary. 

. Report of Executive Committee. 

Reports of Special Committees. 

New business. 

Prayer or benediction. 


ARTICLE X. 
The Board shall not alter or amend the provisions of this Constitution ex- 
cept at a regular meeting thereof, nor at the same meeting at which such 


alteration or amendment may be proposed, nor unless two thirds of the mem- 
bers present shall vote for the same. 


The following was ordered to be attached to the Constitution : 


FORM OF A BEQUEST. 


Legacy or Money. 


1. I give and bequeath unto the Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 
sions of the Reformed Church in the United States, incorporated at Harris, 
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burg, Pa., April 25, 1881, the sum of. . . . to be paid to the Treasurer for 
the time being, for the use of the Board. 


Devisk oF Reat Estate. 


2. I give and devise unto the Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions 
of the Reformed Church in the United States, incorporated at Harrisburg, 
April 25, 1881, (here describe the property or ground-rent,) together with the 
appurtenances in fee simple. 


By act of Assembly 26th April, 1855, a devise or bequest to charitable use 
is void, unless the same be done by will, attested by two creditable and disin- 
terested witnesses, at least thirty days before the decease of the testator. 


Wo) 


REPORT TO GENERAL SYNOD. 


FourtH TRIENNIAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR 
ForEIGN Missions oF THE “ REFORMED CHURCH IN THE UNITED 
STATES.” 


To the General Synod of the Reformed Church in the United States : 


FATHERS AND BRETHREN: We thankfully acknowledge the 
benediction of God, which continues to crown our feeble at- 
tempts in assisting in the work of christianizing Japan, during 
the last eleven years, as well as for the blessings which have fol- 
lowed the labors of our missionaries in Asia Minor, in India, 
and among the American Indians, throughout the last half cen- 
tury. The Lord is still mindful of the seed of Christian mis- 
sions planted at Broosa, at Aintab, at Marsovan, by the Rev. Dr. 
Benjamin Schneider; at Bisrampore, by the Rev. Oscar Lohr; 
and among the Winnebagoes, by the Rev. Jacob Hauser. Our 
Semi-centennial Jubilee was celebrated in 1888, by the publica- 
tion of a Historic Manual and Memorial service, which was 
prepared by the Secretary, by authority of the Board. The ob- 
servance of this epoch, by our various Missionary Societies, 
Sunday-schools, and congregations, greatly contributed to the 
furtherance of the cause. In these publications our membership 
were reminded that our Reformed fathers and their immediate 
descendants have obeyed the command of our Lord: “Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature.” 
In founding the Missionary work in Central Turkey, the Rev. 
Dr. Benjamin Schneider, a minister of the Reformed Church, 
was one of the pioneers. The American Board for Foreign Mis- 
sions has acknowledged that our church furnished a most suc- 
cessful missionary, and contributions in aid of the cause amounted 
to the sum of $28,000 in a period of twenty-five years. 

The decline of missionary zeal, from 1865 to 1878, was caused 
by our withdrawing from the American Board; by the want of 
a missionary of our own; by the increase of duties in the Home 
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field; and by an unfortunate church controversy. Although 
from 1865 to 1878 the Reformed Church had no missionary in’ 
foreign lands, considerable interest in the cause existed. During 
that period we contributed, through the German Evangelical 
Missionary Society, to the support of the Rev. Oscar Lohr, a 
member of the New York: Classis, and his associate, the Rev. 
Jacob Hauser, a member of Sheboygan Classis. The laudable 
work among the Winnebago Indians, in Wisconsin, which is 
carried forward at present, by the Rev. Jacob Stucki, also 
received aid. 

A revival of the spirit of missions occurred in 1873. At the 
reorganization of the Board, which took place at the residence 
of Rudolph F. Kelker, in Harrisburg, Pa., there were present the 
venerable Dr. Schneider, missionary at Aintab, Asia Minor, and 
the Rev. Dr. J, M. Ferris, corresponding secretary of the Foreign 
Board of the Reformed Church in America. The propriety of 
establishing a mission in Japan was there first entertained. 
During the sessions of the General Synod at Lancaster, Pa., 
in May, 1878, the president of the Board, Rev. Dr. David Van 
Horne, was authorized to obtain the information required for 
properly entering upon the work. Our first missionary, Rev. A. 
D. Gring, was elected on the 30th day of September, 1878. 

During the past eleven years, seven missionaries have been 
sent into this promising field. We present their names, with 
their appointments, departures, and arrivals: 

Appointed. Departed. Arr. in Japan. 


Rev. A. D. Gring and wife, . . Sep. 30, 1878. May, 1879. June 1, 1879 
Rev. J. P. Moore and wife, . .- Mar. 18, 1883 . Sept., 1883. Oct. 1, 1883 


HOV ss i Oy, ee Apr. 21, 1885 . Nov., 1885. Dec. 1, 1885 
Miss Lizzie R. Poorbaugh, . . Apr. 21, 1885 . June, 1886. July 1, 1886 
Miss Mary B. Aulf,. 2 030°. Apr. 21, 1885 . June, 1886. July 1, 1886 


Rev. D. B. Schneder and wife, . July 7, 1887 . Nov., 1887. Dec. 21, 1887 
Miss Emma F. Poorbaugh, . . Jan. 31, 1888 . June, 1888. July 9, 1888 

For the information of the General Synod, we insert the fol- 
lowing extracts from their last annual reports: 


Rev. W, E. Hoy’s Report. 
Teaching has become my primary work as a missionary. 
Every Monday evening I teach a Bible class, which meets in my 
library. I lecture at the congregational prayer meeting on the 
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books of the Bible. Mrs. Hoy and.I conduct a flourishing Sun- 
day-school, where we have also recently started a new preaching 
place. Mrs. Hoy teaches a Bible class at our house on Tuesday 
afternoons. During the year I have been on several missionary 
trips, preaching, lecturing, baptizing, and administering the 
Lord’s Supper. In September, October, November, and Decem- 
ber I averaged two sermons a week. My progress in the vernac- 
ular is just enough to give me confidence, and I am _ beginning 
to see how much there is yet to be learned. Humanly speaking, 
much of our comfort and well-being can be traced to our Board. 
Sendai Theological Seminary. 

The Sendai Theological School has had a fruitful year. 
Twenty-six young men are preparing for the holy ministry. 
Next September we shall have our first regular class in the Theo- 
logical Seminary proper. This course will be three years of 
thorough work in the branches commonly taught in American 
theological seminaries. We pray that a new teacher may be 
sent to us not later than September 1, 1890,so as to be in time 
for the new scholastic year. 


Rev. J. P. Moore’s Report. 

As is known, in July of last year I removed from Yamagata 
to Sendai, since which time I have labored with the brethren of 
the Mission, teaching several hours a day in the Theological 
Training School, and as I had opportunity and strength, assist- 
ing in the evangelistic work in and around Sendai. I also made 
several visits to our Tokio stations, preaching and administering 
the sacraments; and I am happy to say here what I have said 
elsewhere, that this part of our work has shown signs of new 
life since my last report. Having been appointed evangelist of 
the Mission, I hoped to devote the most of my time to this im- 
portant part of the work, but on account of the postponement 
of the treaty revision, it is more or less difficult for us to get 
outside of our place of residence or the open parts, without 
special passports; and these it is supposed are issued only on 
account of health and for scientific observations. Iam prevented 
from doing full evangelistic work, for the reasons already men- 
tioned. What I do in the Training School is an investment 
which, I believe, will bear compound interest in the future of 
our evangelistic operations, 
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Rev. D. B. Schneder’s Report. 

My work, as you know, has been mainly that of a teacher. 
This work brings with it little variety of experience, and all 
that I need record is that the work of teaching young men is 
becoming constantly dearer to me, and I hope also correspond- 
ingly more beneficial to the young men in our charge. The 
Sunday-schools under the care of myself and Mrs. Schneder 
have been prosperous during the year. I preach frequently, 
partly in Japanese, partly by interpretation. My preaching 
point on Aramachi street has been maintained during the year. 
During last fall I gaye a course of lectures on the evidences of 
Christianity before the students of the Agricultural School in 
Sendai. I have given as much time as possible to the study of 
the language, and have made some progress. More progress 
would, of course, have been made, if this duty had not been 
obliged frequently to make way for other duties. The health of 
myself and Mrs. Schneder has been good during the year, for 
which we are sincerely thankful to our God and Father. 


Miss Lizzie R. Poorbaugh’s Report, 


It sometimes happens that when busied, there is least to be 
said about one’s work. Such is the case in regard to my 
work for the present year. In addition to my class-room work, 
the oversight of two households, the care of ten supported girls, 
with whom we come in closer and more constant relations than 
with self-supporting girls, impose a good deal of care upon me. 
I go into the school-room at half past seven every morning and 
continue on an average of five and a half hours. Allowing three 
hours for meals and recreation, there remain but three and one 
half hours between six in the morning and six in the evening 
in which to look after the housekeeping of both houses, receive 
accounts and make settlements, attend to visitors, workmen, etc. 


Girls’ School. 


The sudden revulsion of feeling against foreigners, of which 
one hears so much all over the Empire, is felt in our school, less 
perhaps than in some others, but it has suffered to prevent the 
growth we fondly expected. The girls that are in the school are 
loyal pupils, very grateful for the comforts provided for them, 
and evince their earnestness by hard work. There has been 
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considerable illness among them during the winter, nothing se- 
rious, ‘however, except in two instances. Miura OHama is wast- 
ing away with consumption, and another has been confined for 
nearly a month with peritonitis. The Japanese girls are frail, 
and I often feel the need of fuller gymnastic appliances than we 
have for their benefit. Recently we received from the officers of 
the local government a proposition to make such changes in our 
course of study as will give young women an opportunity to 
secure a thorough Japanese education; this change in nowise 
to effect the moral or religious character of the school. In con- 
sideration of such change the Government and Educational So- 
ciety of Sendai promise to bestow the weight of their influence 
in favor of the school. Hoping, believing, that this may prove 
our opportunity, we are making every effort to meet their re- 
quirements, in so far as the policy of the mission will permit. 
This will involve the employment of more and higher grade 
Japanese teachers during the coming year, but will require less 
of English, since we have concluded to teach all natural sciences 
and mathematics in Japanese. Whether the result will be what 
we desire, remains to be seen. 

Statistics : 
Pupils in the day-school, 
Pupils in the Sunday-school, 
Classes in the Sunday-school, 
Bible classes,. . .... Pa eee eer paar, 
Catobivomrm cmeses, Oe a oe, cet 

Miss Emma F. Poorbaugh’s Report. 

Apart from my work, my report must be brief. Five hours 
a day are spentin the school room, where in addition to my 
classes in English I also meet my catechetical class and give 
lessons on the organ to six girls. My afternoons, when not in- 
terrupted by visitors, are given wholly to the language, a knowl- 
edge of which seems unattainable as it is necessary. Monday 
evening is always spent in consultation with the Japanese teach- 
ers, with reference to the needs, progress, etc., of the school. 
Wednesday evening I go to the prayer-meeting and on Saturday 
evening I meet the girls socially. We read for an hour, explain 
what we have read, engage in conversation and end with games. 
The object of this meeting is to gain closer companionship with 
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the girls than can be done in the class rooms. This kind of . 
work makes them feel that you are their friend as well as, their 
teacher. Every Friday afternoon I give them an extra hour 
for sewing, knitting, etc. I also conduct evening prayers with 
the girls. Evenings not otherwise employed I give to the sew- 
ing machine, as it requires considerable of that kind of work to 
keep three people clothed. . 

The foregoing extracts contain no uncertain sound. May the 
whole church hear their words of cheer. 

We next submit the action of the mission in Japan in regard 
to necessity of a change of policy in our foreign missionary op- 
erations, which is as follows: 

Resolved, That, in order to the adoption of a fixed mission 
policy, by which it is aimed to concentrate our force, and to 
develop certain branches of missionary work herein to be speci- 
fied, we forward to the Board the following outline or plan for 
the permanent work of the Japan Mission of the Reformed 
Church in the United States : 

1. That Rev. J. P. Moore be the permanent evangelist of the 
Mission. 

2. That the main strength of the Mission be expended in the 
development of the Sendai Theological Training School, and the 
Miyagi Girls’ School. 

3. That the development of the Sendai Theological Training 
School is imperative. The teaching force must be increased by 
the addition of native teachers, and by at least two foreign mis- 
sionary teachers. The school must either develop, or else go 
down. We cannot stand still. The advantages of this institu- 
tion must be equal to those of similar schools in the empire. 
A good preparatory course, and a full theological course, must 
be provided for, if the school is to be a permanent success. Un- 
less we can do for our students what other schools are doing for 
theirs, we cannot hope to prosper in the future. 

The prospects of the school are good. The Miyagi Chukwai 
(or Classis) is fully enlisted in itsdevelopment. A goodly num- 
ber of promising young men have already signified their inten- 
tion to enter the new class for the next scholastic year. But if 
we wish to keep our students satisfied, we must enlarge the 
school, and furnish the young men as wide a course of study, 
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‘training, and culture as may be given elsewhere. The students 
of law, medicine, science, philosophy, and literature enjoy privi- 
leges of the highest kind in the various schools in Japan; and 
it is of the highest importance that theological students be af- 
forded the same opportunities for a liberal and thorough educa- 
tion. A well-educated native ministry will be needed to build 
the Japanese Christian Church on a solid and enduring basis. 
And they who undertake the training of young men for the 
Christian ministry in Japan, must found a school in which full 
justice can be done to the reasonable requests of eager and in- 
dustrious students. That which is done in this cause must be 
well done. If not well done, it were better to leave it undone. — 

4, That the following scheme be adopted by the Mission for 
the development of the Theological Training School: 

(a) Preparatory course of four years, requiring the following 
teachers, five native, and one or two foreign. 

1. One for Chinese and Japanese. 

2. One for Mathematics. 

3. One for Natural Science. 

4. One for Philosophy. 

5. One for Translation. 

6. One or two for English. 

(b) Theological course of three years, requiring the following 
teachers, two native and three foreign: 

1. One for Hermeneutics, Old and New Testament Sciences of 
Exegesis, Introduction, and Theology. 

2. One for Systematic Theology, Catechsim, and History of 
Doctrines. 

3. One for Church History, Biblical History, Sacred Geogra- 
phy, and Antiquities. 

4. One for Natural Theology, Apologetics, and Christian Ethics. 

5. One for Pastoral Theology, Homiletics, Church’ Govern- 
ment, and Sacred Elocution. 

5. That there is an urgent need of a new missionary teacher 
to teach the English language in the preparatory course. 

6. That there is also an urgent need of one more missionary 
teachers for the Theological course; and that, therefore, the re- 
quest for the appointment of Prof. Schiedt, or some one of his 
attainments, be repeated here without reservation. 
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7. That, accordingly, the adoption of a fixed and judicious 
missionary policy calls for at least two missionary teachers in 
addition to the force already on the field. 

8. That, in order to its full success, it is necessary that the 
Girls’ School be able to compete with other mission schools, and 
that in order to render such competition practicable, it is neces- 
sary to furnish facilities for instruction in the English language 
and literature, natural science, mathematics, physiology, music, 
and drawing. It is, therefore, recommended: 

(a.) That the school curriculum include a preparatory course 
_of three years, and an academic course of four years. 

(b.) That instead of encouraging the attendance of a large 
number of day pupils, we look forward to providing dormitories 
for all pupils, believing that in teaching day pupils, much 
strength and labor is spent in vain. 

(c.) That within the next four years two additional lady 
teachers of broad culture and experience be added, at intervals 
of two years, to the present force. 

9. That the annual expense of this mission policy need not 
exceed twenty thousand dollars.” 

To establish this plan the mission gave official sanction by. the 
adoption of the following resolution: 

“ Resolved, That we overture the Board to make arrangements 
whereby the Mission, in co-operation with the Board of Direc- 
tors of the Sendai Theological Training School, may be enabled 
to begin the erection of the new recitation, chapel, and library 
building for the training school early in 1890—the first year of 
Japan’s new constitution. The treasurer of the Mission reports 
that there is now assured for the new building fund the sum of 
fifteen hundred and twenty-five dollars, U.S. gold. The native 
committee appointed in April, 1889, by the Miyagi Chukwai, is 
at work soliciting contributions from the native churches. If 
the Board, as soon as one or two thousand dollars be paid into 
the treasury at home, would forward the same, the building 
operations could be begun to great advantage. The balance of 
the fund could be sent as received.” 

To the above we add that the experience of this as well as of 
other similar Boards of Foreign Missions, has convinced us 
that the only way successfully, and speedily, to Christianize 
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Japan, is by a change of our former policy, and instead of send- 
ing sO many missionaries as preachers, to hereafter spend our 
strength on the Theological Training School in Sendai, and 
there prepare young Japanese to go out and preach the gospel to 
their people. For this change of policy three reasons are urged : 

1) A Japanese preacher can speak to his people more accept- 
ably than a foreign missionary, because he can speak the lan- 
guage in its purity, whereas the foreigner must of necessity at 
least mispronounce his words, and so offend good taste. (Notice 
a foreigner speaking English.) 

2) The Japanese missionary will cost much less than our 
own. The foreign missionary must have his own dwelling, and 
his manner of life cannot be that of the J apanese ; but the Jap- 
anese pastor can live as his people do, and so at little expense. 

3) Then, too, educate Japanese ministers, and these can 
readily preach the gospel in the countries bordering on’ Japan, 
namely, China and Corea. This he can do as no foreigner can ; 
for he speaks the language and understands the people of those 
countries as no foreigner can. 

For these leading reasons we must Support our Training 
School in Sendai, Japan, and in a few years we will have a 
strong force of Japanese pastors. 

To support a student in the Training School costs only sixty 
dollars per annum, and many a congregation can easily do this. 

The following official letter from the mission will enable the 
church to see how earnestly they are engaged in pursuing their 
work under the new method: 


75 Hicasut SAMBANCHO, SENDIA, 
JAPAN, December 18, 1889. 
Rey. A. R. BarTHoLomMEw, Secretary Board of Foreign Missions : 

Dear BrorHer: The following action was taken ata special 
meeting of the mission held yesterday : 3 

WHEREAS, The present urgent needs of the Sendai Theological 
Seminary are such as to make the erection of a building during 
the year 1890 a necessity. 

Resolved, That we respectfully petition the Board to give us their 
decision as to whether or not they will be able to erect the needed 
recitation, library, and chapel building, (the same to cost from 
$4,000 to $5,000 U. S. gold,) during the said year; and if it be 
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thought by them an impossibility to undertake this enterprise 
during the next year, that Brother Hoy, the Treasurer of the 
Mission, be allowed to go forward with the erection of the 
building, he being willing to make himself personally respons- 
ible for the payment of the same until the needed funds shall 
have been fully contributed by the church. 

Resolved further, That as the work of our Mission stands or 
falls with the theological school, we feel very strongly that this 
is the only course that is left open to us. 

(Signed ) D. B. ScHNEDER, 
Secretary of the Mission. 


It will be interesting to study the following: 


SraATISTICAL REPORT. 
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Owing to the meeting of the General Synod, our Mission in 
Japan has sent the statistics for the year ending May dist, 1890 | 
earlier than usual. ‘The figures, given above, represent the work 
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of about nine months. The table is a study for the mind, a 
feast for the soul, and an inspiration to every friend of foreign 
missions. When we consider the native opposition to Christian- 
ity, and the other obstacles in the way, the missionaries did very 
well during the past year. Full of zeal and courage, they enter 
upon the new fiscal year with great expectations. May they 
realize their fondest hopes. To this end we must do our duty. 
The Lord help us to appreciate the emphasis. 

On the 11th of June, 1887, our venerable and beloved secre- 
tary, Rev. Thomas 8S. Johnston, D. D., departed this life at Leb- 
anon, after a long and painful illness. Resolutions commemo- 
rative of his efficient and faithful services in the foreign mission 
work were adopted. The vacancy in the Board was filled by 
the election of Rev. A. R. Bartholomew, of Pottsville, Pa., who 
was at the same time elected secretary. The Board, with deep 
regret, was also unexpectedly deprived of the valuable services 
_cf our president, Rev. David Van Horne, D. D., on the 16th of 
May, 1888, who, having been elected to the chair of Didactic 
Theology in the Theological Seminary of Tiffin, Ohio, consid- 
ered it his duty to resign his membership. This vacancy was 
filled by the election of Rev. John H. Prugh, of Pittsburg, Pa., 
and of Rev. C. Z.-Weiser, D. D., as President, and Rev. Nicholas 
Gehr, D. D., Vice-President of the Board. 

On the 13th of September, 1887, the Rev. David B. Schneder 
was elected as one of our missionaries. Farewell services were 
held during the sessions of the Synod at Sunbury, Pa., and 
subsequently at Akron, Ohio. He sailed from San Francisco for 
Japan on the 29th of November following. 

Miss Mary B. Ault, one of our teachers in the girls’ school at 
Sendai, having resigned her position, to take effect June 1, 1888, 
and married Rev. W. E. Hoy, missionary at Sendai, Miss Emma 
F. Poorbaugh, of Berlin, Pa., was elected on the 3d of J anuary, 
1888, to fill the vacancy. Farewell services were held in Grace 
Reformed church, Pittsburg, on the 23d of May, 1888, under the 
direction of Rev. Doctors Weiser and Dahlman, Rev. Bartholo- 
mew, and Elder B. Kuhns, the committee appointed for that 
purpose. Miss Poorbaugh sailed from San Francisco for J apan 
on the 21st day of June following. : 

Finding that our property, No. 28 Tsukiji, Japan, needed very 
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extensive repairs, and was depreciating in value, the Board sold 
the same for three thousand yen, and applied the proceeds to the 
erection of missionary residences in Sendai. 

One of the most important events connected with our history 
in the last three years was the visit of Rev. Masayoshi Oshikawa, 
a native Gospel minister of Japan, made at the request of our 
Mission at Sendai. He attended all our district Synods, trav- 
eled more than ten thousand miles in visiting and preaching to 
our congregations, practising the most rigid and judicious econ- 
omy in expenditure. His amiable, modest, and gentlemanly 
Christian demeanor among our ministers and people served as 
an inspiration to all who were so fortunate as to meet or learn to 
know him. He remained in this country from April, 1889, to 
January 31, 1890, on which latter date he sailed from New York, 
intending to visit a number of cities in England, Scotland, 
France, and Germany, in the interests of Foreign Missions, and 
particularly of our work at Sendai. He sailed from Brindisi 
March 81, 1890, hoping by way of the Mediterranean and Red 
Seas to reach Japan early in May. While in this country, we 
elected him as a teacher in our Theological Seminary in Sendai. 
The prayers of the Church should not cease to ascend to God, 
that the life and health of this devoted Christian minister may 
be precious in His sight, and that he may long be spared to serve 
the Lord in his native land. The extremely interesting volume 
prepared by our Secretary, containing a history of the life of , 
Rev. Oshikawa, has received the hearty approval of the Board, 
and we trust that it may meet with a wide circulation. The 
author has generously determined to donate all the profits aris- 
ing from the sale of the work to the cause of Foreign Missions. 

In 1889 authorities of the Boys’ School at Yamagata desired 
to be relieved from the further fulfillment of our contract with 
them, and our missionary, Rev. Jairus P. Moore, also requested 
to be transferred to Sendai. Both of these propositions were 
agreed to, and Brother Moore has since been assiduously engag- 
ed with our other missionaries in the lattercity. Our senior mis- 
sionary, Rev. Ambrose D. Gring, having repeatedly, within the 
previous several years, requested permission to return on account 
of his own impaired health, and that of his estimable wife, the 
Board yielded to his desire and granted him the necessary fur- 
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lough and means. He arrived in America in May, 1887, and 
was subsequently employed by the Board in visiting the synods 
and congregations of our church in the interest of the mission, 
until his resignation on the twenty-fifth day of April, 1889, to 
take effect May 1, 1889. 

In our last triennial report we acknowledged the gift of Rev. 
J. I. Swander, D. D.,and of his esteemed wife, of Fremont, Ohio, 
of eleven hundred dollars for the purchase of several acres of 
land in the center of the city of Sendia, on which to erect our 
Girls’ School building, and when informed that we proposed 
sending out Rev. D. B. Schneder, the Treasurer received the 
further sum of eight hundred dollars from Mrs. Swander, to be 
appropriated to his support. The same kind Providence which 
provided the land upon which our Girls’ School building could 
be erected inspired Elder Benjamin Kuhns, of Dayton, Ohio, to 
purchase for us at an expense of over seven hundred dollars the 
school desks and other furniture required for the building, in- 
cluding also the freight on the same to Japan. It is proper also 
to notice the gift of five hundred dollars made by Earnest D. 
Floto and his wife Elizabeth, of Forreston, Illinois. Within the 
last year the legacy of Rev. J. Casper Bucher, D. D., dec’d, of Lew- 
isburg, Pa., of five hundred dollars was received by our treas- 
urer to be invested, and the interest thereof to be used for the 
education of native young men for the gospel ministry. These, 
as well as the many other donations in money and the gift of a 
fine cabinet organ by the “ Miller Organ Co.,” of Lebanon, Pa., 
clearly indicate the growing interest in our denomination in 
Foreign Missions. 

We also record with. gratitude to God the fact of the erection 
and completion of a large and beautiful school building and two 
dwelling houses for our missionaries upon our property in Sen- 
dai. The former was dedicated with appropriate exercises on 
the 9th of July, 1889. As hereinbefore stated, our theological 
school needs an additional teacher, and the over-taxed energies 
of Miss Lizzie R. Poorbaugh, in the management of the Girls’ 
School makes it imperatively necessary that another lady teacher 
be at once sent to her relief. To enable the Board to respond to 
these pressing claims and to carry on the work already in hand, 
to discharge the debt of twenty-five hundred dollars resting 
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upon them, as well as to complete the theological seminary 
building, will require for the fiscal year beginning June 1, 1890, 
the sum of twenty thousand dollars. 

The Treasurer, as on all similar occasions, presented to the 
Board a detailed statement, exhibiting every item of his receipts 
and expenditures within the last three years, and in addition 
thereto a summarized statement thereof. To have published the 
former, as heretofore done, in our Triennial Report to your rev- 
erend body, would, on account of the largely increased number 
of contributions, have added at least one hundred and fifty 
pages, and incurred an additional extra expense of several hun- 
dred dollars for the edition of five thousand copies. 

As all the contributions to the Treasurer were acknowledged 
in the church papers from time to time, and a receipt sent to 
every donor for the same by the Treasurer, the Board resolved to 
publish in this report the summarized statement only. 

His accounts were duly audited by a committee appointed for 
that purpose, and found to be correct. The balance on hand 
was eight hundred dollars and forty-six cents. 

The collections made in the congregations on the occasion of 
the semi-centennial jubilee greatly exceeded the whole expense 
of printing and expediting the Historical Manual and Forms of 
Service prepared by the Secretary. In like manner, ‘a large 
profit has been realized from the sale of the lithographs of the 
pupils of the girls’ school in a group, and of the girls’ school 
building erected by the Board in 1889. These publications, 
although apparently expensive, have greatly benefited the cause, 
not only pecuniarily, but by the information they have diffused, 
and the increased interest created by their circulation. 

We gratefully acknowledge the kindness of the editors of the 
Reformed Church Messenger, The Christian World, The Reformed 
Church Record, Kirchenzeitung, Hausfreund, and Missions Bote, in 
inserting so cheerfully all matters pertaining to the foreign mis- 
sion work. 

Our charter requires that four Ministers and two Elders be 
elected by the General Synod, at its present session, to serve as 
members of the Board for the term of six years. The terms of 
office of the following named brethren expire, viz: Rev. A. C. 
Whitmer, Rev. S. G. Wagner, D. D., Rev. A. R. Bartholomew, 
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Rev. John H. Prugh, and Elders Benjamin Kuhns and William 
H. Seibert. We further express the hope that General Synod 
will, during its session, hold Missionary services and commend 
the Japan mission to the prayer and benevolence of the whole 
church. 

Reverently committing our cause into the hands of Him who 
bade his disciples to go forth and preach his gospel to every 
creature, and looking to your reverend body for the approval of 
our work, and that you will be pleased to take such measures 
for enlarging and bringing the same before the Church as in 
your wisdom you shall see proper, we close this report by in- 
voking upon you the benediction of the Triune God. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CLEMENT Z. WEISER, President. 

Harrispure, May 7, 1890. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. 


Rupoves F. Kerker, Zreasurer of the Board of Commissioners for For- 
eign Missions of the Reformed Church in the United States, in account 


with said Board. * 


Summary or Recerprs anp Expenpirures For Tourer Years rrom May S, 


1887, to May 6, 1890, Incuusive. 


DR. 
ReEcEIPTs. , 
To balance in Treasurer’s hands May 3, 1887,......... 
interest on temporary loans, . .: 2... 255. : $68 39 
Lemporary hn TEHAIN, ek 500 00 
Sntereston Brinker legacy, : <6: esas eG 201 20 
“> on Dechant "to April 1, 18005 67450: 12 00 
Legacy Rey. J. C. Bucher, D. D., invested and interest 
only to be used for educating young men for the * 


ministry at Foreign Mission stations of the Board, $500 00 
Donation of Samuel Summy, Greenfield, Ohio, in mem- 
ory of Catharine Summy, invested, and interest to 


be used for same purpose, .......... 100 00 
Legacies received for immediate use, viz: 
Susan Johnson, Franklin county, Pa,........ $75 00 
Sarah Winings, Harrison county, Ohio, ...... . 152 97 
Elder George H. Strott, Baltimore,Md.,....... 100 00 
Loan from Harrisburg National Bank,. . ... . . . $3,000 00 
Loan from Miss Alice V. Calder, .. 2... 2... 2... 1,500 00 


$11,975 80 


Actual contributions from all other sources, and exclusive of lega- 
even-and **Summy donation: 220 ee 


$5,766 24 


781 59 


600 00 


327 97 


4,500 00 


47,233 84 


—— 


$59,209 64 
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CR. 


EXPENDITURES. 


Rey. A. D. Gring, viz: 
Cash sent to him at Franklin Grove, Ill., per his order, 
after his arrival from Japan, ...-+.+...-- $20 00 
Balance on settlement up to July 1, 1887, per report of 
Auditing Committee, Elders W. H. Seibert, and 
Bai reese ae ORT ae ales 188. 46 
Salary July 1, 1887 to May 1, P889, ...-.... 3,075 00 
Traveling expenses, from July 1, 1887 to June 1, 1888, 
and from Oct. 1, 1888 to May 1, 1889, (no travel- 
ing done from June 1, 1888, to Oct. 1, 1888,). . 448 35 


Salaries, rents, and necesssary expenses paid the missionaries in 
Japan, from May 8, 1887 to May 6, 1890, to wit: 
a), MOO a Be he ei 
Tay Willems Fi d1Oy, kg eee ee 
ee 1) ea te ate 
Die te, POOTORURN, 6 ic sy ASIN ee lege 
Sing P POOrUAUGR, . 6 hr pe ee 
Mate AM ee cece ice ee bee (esc ee PR eae ; 
School lot in Sendai, .- -- +++ +--+ gee WR bea eae: a 
Bvangelistic Work; «+506 08 4 oe eee ete ee Poy 
Taxes, insurance, and repairs on house in Tokio, -.-... . 
Maintaining girls’ school, . . - +--+ +++ +e ttt tees 
Investment of legacies made, ..-- +--+ e+e eee eee 
For erection of girls’ school building and residences for lady 
teacher and Rev. W. E. Hoy, (exclusive of 3,000 Yen, re- 
ceived by Rev. W. E. Hoy, Treasurer of the Mission, from 
sale of property fe TONIG,) a ie ao a ge el we 
For theological seminary building to be erected,. - .---- - 
Rey. M. Oshikawa for support and traveling expenses in visiting 
the Synods and congregations of the church, including pas- 
sage money from Japan to America and return, 
Rev. M. Oshikawa, salary as Japanese teacher in Theological a 
inary, Sendai, from May 1, 1890 to Sept. 1, 1890, 
Breukler & Kessler for 15,000 copies of a a of he pupils of 
Girls’ School, Sendai, (in group,) -.- +--+ + +65 
Breukler & Kessler for 10,000 copies paar of: Girls’ School 
Woilding Wendel, 4 spor Sek ees 
School Books and books for libraries of Theological Saminary and 
Oe Gh as sa a i ees eS 
D. R. Miller, architect for plans and specifications for Girls’ School 
building, $100 77, and for Theological Seminary, $67 50, . 


$3,726 82 


5,984 19 
5,148 71 
5,229 49 
2,615 86 
2,047 86 

670 84 

225 25 
4,010 77 

244 11 
1,558 92 
2,209 88 


8,250 00 
2,000 00 
1,109 25: 
288 88 
398 50: 
248 50 
268 52 


168 27 
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Maintaining Theological Seminary at Sendai, ......... 
Historic Manuals and Jubilee Memorial Services, ....... 
Salary due the late Dr. Johnston, Secretary,. ......... 
Salary and traveling and other expenses, Rev. A. R. Bartholo- 

A ic a a ae ene 
Entereat paid on toaus;-..<. 2... 6 Se 


Harrisburg National Bank, on account of see of las. Wess 
Education of certain pupils in Graham Female Seminary, Tokio, 
PUG ee 

Callepgrameto deuan,. im all, 6665. OO eae a 


Traveling expenses of the Bosra and Executive identi ara 

Insurance, freight, postage, telegrams, printing, &c., . . . 

Extra passports for missionaries in Japan,. .......... 

Traveling expenses of Rev. W. E. Hoy to Osaka Synod, : 

One copy of Rein’s Japan, for Rev A. D. Gring, ...... . 

One copy of Rein’s Japan, for Rev. D. B. Schneder,. . . .-. . 

Missionary maps, for use of Rev. A. D. Gring while lecturing on 
missions, (maps returned to secretary afterwards,) . . 

25 sets of the proceedings of the London Missionary Conference, 
sold to members of the Board and Reformed Publication 
DO Re a a ee ee ee ee ee 

Pulpit desk * Theolouidal Bawminucy, the sinnet being donated 
for that purpose by Miss Lizzie Roney, of Dayton, Ohio, , 

Moneys donated for erection of a dwelling in Sendai, for Rev. A. 
D. Gring, but recalled by the donors after his resignation, 
and repaid by the Treasurer, viz: 

Rey. J. A. Hoffheins, Martinsburg, W. Va.,. . . . . . . $50 00 

Miss Jane M. Powers, Lancaster, Pa, ......... 1 00 


Temporary lean, 2 Rae Bh ain igh te omen eC tee 
Incidental expenses of the Mision ; in excess of appropriation, 
Temes on property Ii Bendal, 3. eee 
Wire Weewrs yas wom 6 ee ee 
Fire-proof safe for miasion at Sendai, . ...... 2... 2 we 
OIE IG ye es ee ee a 
WU MOURN ae a 8 es ee ee ge res 
Extra teachers in icnsenta: to assist Rev. J. P. Moore, 
Organ for girls’ school and freight thereon, . .... . 
Commission on drafts sent to Japan, .. ........ d 
oe and other furniture for girls’ school building, acca of 
furniture donated by Elder B. Kuhns, ......... 
For clerical help to Treasurer, for three years, June 1, 1887, to June 
ge ROU Ia ah A re cial ge at cee eae 
Pratas Third Triennial Report of the Board, 1884 to 1987, 
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1,588 63 
181 17 
2,000 00 


282 40 
115 04 
926 61 
488 93 
154 53 
49 00 

5 68 

5 68 


29 38 


51 00 
500 00 
798 00 

12 76 

20 67 

75 00 
180 00 
175 00 
189 59 
114 75 

9 46 


141 60 


600 00 
373 95 
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Copy of the will of Sarah Wining, deceased, and of administration 


POUL Gl: HBP Gata es erie eee a fon sy $3 00 
Type-writer for use of Secretary of the Board,. ........ 90 00 
$58,409 18 

Balance in Treasurer’s hands May 6, 1890, ....°...... 800 46 
$59,209 64 


Harrissure, Pa., May 6, 1890. 
We, the undersigned, a committee appointed to examine and audit the fore- 
going accounts of R. F. Kelker, Treasurer, hereby certify that we have at- 
tended to that duty and found the same correct, and that the balance in his 
hands is, as above stated, eight hundred dollars and forty-six cents. 
(Signed, ) Joun H. Pruau, 
A. C. Wurrmer, 
Wm. H. Seisert, 
Committee of Auditors. 


InvesteD Assets oF THE Boarp, May 6, 1890. 


Judgment in the Court of Common Pleas of Dauphin county, Pa., 
No. 460, June Term, 1887, against Lewis O. Phillips, of 
Harrisburg, payable, with interest at 5 per cent. per annum, 
semi-Annually, May 20, 1891, and dated May 20, 1887, being 
the amount of the ‘‘ Brinker’ legacy, .......... $1,609 83 
Judgment in the Court of Common Pleas of Dauphin county, Pa., 
dated April 8, 1890, No. 222, June Term, 1890, payable, 
with interest at 6 per cent. semi-annually, April 3, 1895, 


against Martin H. Grunder, of Steelton, Pa,. . . . . -  §00 00 
Coupon bond, common school district of the city of Harrisburg, 

Pa., No. 87, “ Dechant’’ legacy, (4 per cent.,)...... 100 00 
Coupon bond, common school district of the city of Harrisburg, 

Pa, No. 282, (4 per cent.,) ‘‘Summy’’ donation,. . . . . 100 00 


PURDON TAM pe ena ee re $2,309 83 


